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General Report on Madjitil Moorna’s week with Halls Creek Mob 
2-9 May 2010 

 
Introduction: 
 
Invited by Kimberley Language Resource Centre, Kimberley TAFE Halls Creek and the two 
schools, 24 members of Perth-based Madjitil Moorna returned to Halls Creek to continue the 
exciting music and activity-based project of last year. The aim was to sing and play with as 
many people as possible, pass on some skills and generally build confidence and 
community pride.  
 
A half day was also set aside for a visit to Warmun where the choir mingled with local 
people, watched the little kids playing footy, made headbands, sang, filmed and danced to 
local band Wild Turkey’s great songs. 
 
In recognition of the wide love of music in the Halls Creek/Warmun area, our ongoing 
activities are intended to help generally prepare kids and adults for performing at the 
inaugural Halls Creek Music Festival set for late August this year. 
 

Award-winning Noongar performers George Walley and Della Rae Morrison led the group 
musically while Marie Jacquier coordinated craft activities and film-maker Mat de Koning 
offered film-making workshops for kids. Non-singing members added to the music activities 
by offering bike-fixing, clowning, project management and even dentistry! (See 
www.kimberleydentalteam.com and how it relates to Madjitil Moorna) 
 
Highlights of the week included: 
 

·  A Community Morning at the KLRC where songs and stories were shared and there 
was time to just get to know each other and explore some songs and language. 

·  Meeting, talking and even singing with many elders, keepers of the local languages – 
Jaru, Gija and Gooiyandi 

·  The fabulous country between Kununurra and Halls Creek, seen from the Jungarni-
Jutiya community bus. 

·  A music session with Kindy kids followed by a picnic lunch and more songs 
·  A short concert for the students (k-10) and staff at the district high school. 
·  Beading, felting and painting with TAFE Art students 
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·  Songs and dance with little ones at Little Nuggets Early Learning Centre 
 

         
 
·  Jamming with George – people brought instruments and just joined in – choir people 

and Halls Creek people and also a very gifted Canadian singer who happened to be 
in town with the Generation One campaign bus. 

·  Kimberley doll-making and sharing of gifted dolls made by MM supporters and singers 
and receiving very positive feedback from the women who intend to carry on making 
dolls in this style. 

   
 
·  Watching children interacting with these individual characters  
 

       
 

·  Screening of the movie HARMONY IN HALLS CREEK, the documentary of the choir’s 
week in town last year. About 60 local people came out to see the film including many 
of the kids who starred in it! 

·  Music, felting, beading and poi-making and twirling with kids after school in the park. 
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·  Drumming at the Recreation Centre, after school. 
·  A visit to the beautiful Caroline Pool where we sang and reflected on the rich week 

that we were experiencing. 
·  Incidental cultural tips –given by our Aboriginal members, often at the choir’s daily 

breakfast meeting. 
·  The opportunity to visit the building of special accommodation for Halls Creek workers 

on Burk’s Park Station, out of Halls Creek. Four Aboriginal apprentices are involved in 
the building of their own accommodation in stunning Kimberley country. 

·  Filming workshops both in Halls Creek and Warmun. About a dozen children had 
access to two cameras and began to learn about choosing a good image, 
composition and managing light.  

 

                        
 

·  The chance to chat with Tania Major, Young Australian of the Year 2007 – a truly 
inspiring young woman who is spreading very positive ideas for jobs and inclusion for 
Indigenous people.  

 
·  Knowing that Cindy Nelson (gifted Aboriginal education officer who sings with MM) 

was sharing ideas with local AIEOs towards engaging kids better, towards improved 
literacy. 

·  Time with the elders at the Frail Aged hostel, massaging hands and enjoying 
conversation where possible. (English is not widely spoken by this generation) 
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·  Time with kids and staff at Warlawurru Catholic School at Red Hill community. 
Painting, felting, beading, basketball, singing, dance and songwriting were shared 
with the kids. A BBQ was held to mark the end of the workshops, with many activities 
following, as the sun set over the red hills. 

 

     
 
·  Bike –fixing. 25 bikes from Perth were fixed up by choir supporters, with the kids who 

then owned their bike.  

                      
 
·  Song practice with little kids at the high school, last period on Friday! 
·  Respect Yourself, Respect Your Culture Community Concert in Halls Creek on the 

Friday night, involving much-loved home performers, Kimberley Gold and Geoffrey 
Fletcher; Wild Turkey from Warmun and award-winning band The Walkabout Boys 
from Yiyili. 
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·  Seeing dozens of families picnicking in the park before the concert, knowing that it is 

now safe to be in the half-dark with the family, enjoying the music of local bands, kids 
and choir 

 
 
·  Time spent in Warmun on our final night. The choir visited the very impressive 

Warmun Art Gallery and a couple of members even bought paintings. We then joined 
dozens of families on the oval for footy under the lights, hamburgers, singing, dancing 
and filming.  

 

             
          

Conclusion 
 
The week in Halls Creek was extraordinary for the choir and jam-packed for perhaps 900 
participants, most of whom came to the big community concert at the end of the week to 
support their kids and enjoy home-grown music.  

 
Feedback from all community people and groups who collaborated with Madjitil Moorna has 
been very positive with everyone keen for a return trip. 
 
The concert - you could see everyone just having fun, that’s the best thing about it was these kids 
were so…nobody was stealing, nobody was fighting, nobody was bullying, you just had this really 
good family community thing going on you know…..my two little ones were sitting right up the 
front in front of all these big kids and they were all looking after them.. LOTE teacher and parent, Halls Creek 
District High School. 

 
Madjitil Moorna’s attitude being brought to kids was good - exposed to people who care, people who are 
making them feel worthwhile. Reiterating the positive, take pride attitude, for their emotional development….I 
cant see anyone coming up here with a positive attitude, not making a change”  Junior primary teacher, Halls 
Creek District High School. 
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Halls Creek’s inaugural Music Festival is due to be held last weekend in Aug this year. It is 
the choir’s belief that this week of intensive singing and activities has built a lot of confidence 
and stimulated ideas for performances and related activities. 
 
Ideas for Madjitil Moorna’s return are already being discussed – in Halls Creek and in Perth. 
Relationships are growing between choir people and Halls Creek and Warmun people. Choir 
members are changed by the experience and several plans will now take shape extra to the 
main singing focus.  
 
Madjitil Moorna is enormously grateful for the investment of trust and funds from sponsors 
Healthway and Lotterywest and the Australian Government Department of Education, 
Employment and Workplace Relations.  Thanks also to the dozens of supporters in Perth 
who helped to raise funds so that the choir could return to Halls Creek. 
 
 Major collaborators in Halls Creek are thanked from the heart for their work towards an 
enormously successful week – especially Doreen Green, community leader; Dean Savoia, 
Principal and staff at Warlawurru School; Alba Brockie and Shire of Halls Creek Youth 
Services; Peter Frewen and staff at Jungarni-Jutiya and all the staff at the Kimberley 
Language Resource Centre; Jamie Elliot and the Halls Creek Sports and Community 
Association; Bukola Esin at PRK Halls Creek Radio; Rubatsiro Masaka and staff at Little 
Nuggets Early Learning Centre; Jodie Bedford, Peggy Chadwick and students at Kimberley 
TAFE Halls Creek and Gavin Stevens Principal and staff at Halls Creek District High School. 
We look forward to a shared rich cultural journey into the future. 
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